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Of all the sincere attitudes that characterize me, along with 
everyone at Harvesters, being thankful is a consistent trait.  
First to God for His love, kindness and grace.  Then, for 
everyone who commits their talents and resources for the 
purpose of spreading the Gospel and meeting needs.  It truly 
is a blessing to step back and consider the direct connection 
between the supporters here with the leaders, pastors, 
evangelists, children’s workers, women’s ministry leaders, 
teachers, orphanage workers, church planters, well drillers and 
all the others serving in Africa and Asia.   Everyone involved in 
this “chain” is tied closely together, even though most of them 
will never meet face to face.  Yet, each one depends on the 
other to complement their link in the collective effort and are, 
therefore, thankful for one another. 

Our greatest thankfulness is stirred by the reports, stories and 
even the statistics indicating the blessings that are happening 
in people’s lives as a result of God using everyone in the 
“chain”.  Without a doubt, lives are being touched and forever 
changed on a daily basis.  God is being honored and His 
purposes fulfilled.   

Thank you for your prayers and support which are a very real 
and important part of all that is being done.   I encourage you 
to read this newsletter for some true stories of changed lives 
and thankful people.

Doug Radford, Director
doug@harvesters.net
252-230-9742

Thankful Harvesters India

By the grace of God and all of your help, we continue to serve and feed 
over 120 people every day who are hungry and starving in the streets of 
Vijayawada.  Some have named our van and yell out – The Jesus Van is 
coming! – when they see our vehicle loaded with food, curry, and water.

During our food distributions, many women will ask us to take them to a 
safer place.  While sleeping under bridges and along footpaths, men have 
been attacking and abusing them.  Please pray with us as we determine how 
to best serve them.  We hope to be able to open a home for these homeless 
women who are in such desperate need.

We cannot forget a man named Vijay 
who was struggling to get his food 
each day.  He is plagued by mental 
illness and others will not allow him 
in line near them to get his food 
packet.  Our volunteer, Babloo, saw 
him picking through the garbage 
bin and eating leftover food covered 
in flies.  He immediately rushed to 
Vijay to serve him hot, delicious 
curry and fresh water.  Babloo said, 
“I don’t know whether he speaks, but 
there was a smile on his face after he 
started eating.”

We are so grateful to all who continue to make our feeding program possible.

harvestersinternationalHarvesters International Ministries

www.harvesters.net

Sion Assembly Church Partnership
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Betty is a widow who lives in the Pallisa District of Uganda.  She was an only 
child who became an orphan at age 2 and had a difficult young life. In 2017, 
her husband, James, died leaving her a widow with four children to raise.  
Kerith Ministries was first introduced to Betty last September through 
their community outreach efforts to identify local families in pressing need.  
She and her children were living in very difficult conditions including poor 
housing and limited land for a garden.  Betty’s young children had hardly any 
bedding to sleep on each night.   

Myanmar Bible College celebrated its tenth anniversary in February 
with a graduation ceremony.  To date, 79 young men and women have 
completed either a Graduate of Theology (2-year degree) or a Bachelors 
of Theology (4-year degree).  Those students are serving the Lord in 
many various ways. They go back to their native villages and serve as 
pastors or missionaries.  Some work with our church planting ministry, 
while others continue their education by pursuing a Masters degree. 

Van Bawi Ron San is a recent graduate of MBC.  
At 33 years old, he is one of our older students. 
One of six children, Van grew up as a pastor’s 
kid in a strong Buddhist area.  Watching his 
father pastor influenced him to want to become 
a devoted pastor.  Knowing how difficult it is to 
bring one Buddhist soul to Christ, he entered 
MBC to learn more about God, ministry, and 
particularly, evangelism.  After graduation, he 
returned home to Chin State to assume the 
Pastor role in his childhood church.

Harvesters Myanmar
Fellowship Bible Church Partnership

GSSK Partnership

Harvesters India

Our school staff was puzzled when brother and sister, Lucky and Harshita, 
had not been in school for ten days.  Both engaged and curious students, 
it wasn’t like them to miss class.  Ranu, 
who leads our ministry, and several 
teachers made a visit to their home to 
check in.  They were shocked to learn 
that both children were in the hospital 
suffering from severe asthma.  School 
staff prayed with their mother, Radha, 
for complete healing.  After five days 
in the hospital, both children returned 
home to recuperate.

Radha is the sole provider for her family.  She sews and repairs old clothes of 
fellow villagers to earn money.  She and her children live in a very small, 120 
square foot rental home.  Radha is thankful for the education Lucky and 
Harshita receive at our village school.  They are also grateful for the grocery 
packets and medical assistance they receive through donors’ support.

Harvesters Uganda
Kerith Ministries Partnership

Life for Betty and her children, ages 7, 5, 4 and 
2, took a wonderful turn in January!   Harvesters’ 
donors provided them a new home, a blessing 
beyond their dreams and imaginations.  Recently, 
Betty shared her deep appreciation and told our 
local partners:  I am very thankful, brethren.  I have 
been living and suffering in a ramshackle house, but 
I thank God for your ministry who has helped me.   
I had been sleeping in a thatched grass house. You 
have brought me out of poverty.  May God richly 
bless you.

Betty and her children are now attending one of 
the ministry’s churches about five miles from her 
new home. 

Radha, Ranu, Harshita & Lucky
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Union of Baptist Churches Partnership

Harvesters D.R. Congo

January 9, 2023, marked another forward milestone for a group of orphans 
who have truly experienced a complete transformation of their lives.  The 
story began several years ago in Sake Village when a number of destitute 
orphans were struggling for food and other basic necessities.  Health 
care and education were all but nonexistent for these children.  Things 
changed quickly in 2020 when Harvesters’ supporters begin to provide 
food on a regular basis.  Soon after, construction began on the Free Life 
Children’s Home in Goma which became their new home in June 2021.  
The next urgent need was for a school.  In late summer 2021, the site was 
expanded through the purchase of adjoining property with construction 
of Free Life Academy beginning in late 2022.  The orphans studied their 
first lessons in the new school in January of this year!   Currently, the first 
story is completed with six classrooms in use.  The second story is partially 
constructed and will be completed in the future.

My name is Baraka Munguiko. I was 
born in Karuba. My parents were 
killed by rebels when they attacked 
our village during the night. This 
happened in 2016 when I was 2 years 
old. I was taken to Sake Village to 
temporarily live with my cousin before 
later coming to Free Life Children’s 
Home. When I was at Sake, I was 
about to die because of missing any 
support for the things I needed. Now, 
I thank God for having rescued me. I 
thank everyone who contributes for my education, food and clothes. I thank 
God because we have being praying for a school. Now we have Free Life 
Academy where we study in a very nice condition. 

Everyone at Harvesters joins Baraka in saying thank you for changing his life. 

Baraka’s Story

Christmas 

Despite the challenges resulting 
from the Ukrainian war, the ministry 
to children in Russia continues to 
be strengthened. Christmas proved 
to be a special season filled with 
celebrations, special gifts and needs 
being met.  Through special gifts 
from supporters, more than 200 
orphans from both the Hope For Life 
homes and governmental orphanages 
enjoyed special celebration events and receiving gifts and necessities. 

Foster Family Retreat

The annual retreat for foster families consistently proves to be a time of 
great encouragement.  Ministry director, Zhanna, recently shared:  “I know 
the retreats help the couples get closer to God and closer to each other. The 
children often become motivated to follow Jesus and love God and people. 
Dads are encouraged to become better spiritual leaders for their families 
and more loving husbands to their wives.”  Many of the foster families who 
have been recruited and encouraged through Hope For Life are already 
looking forward to the 2023 retreat.  

Family Retreat 2022

Harvesters Russia
Hope For Life Homes Partnership
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It has been five months since the well in Riwotoo was put in place. The well 
is busy an average of 14 hours a day. Thousands of liters are being pumped 
each day to serve about 1,500 households translating to over 7,000 people 
being impacted by water from the well. 

It is the peak of dry season in East Africa. There is drought, and most 
alternative sources of water have dried up. The real value of water is 
realized in a season such as this. The Riwotoo well has truly given hope to 
the community in the midst of all this which means so much to everyone 
drinking from this well.

Women no longer have to walk long distances or spend hours fetching 
water from dry river beds. Because of the ease of accessibility, children 
can also get water for themselves thereby helping their families. Everyone 
in the village can draw as much water as they need.  This impacts the 
microeconomics of the community.

The presence of the well not only solves the problem of accessibility to 
water, but it also provides safe water for the community. Families no longer 
have to drink contaminated water as they can confidently depend on this 
fountain. The clean, safe water has improved hygiene and contributed 
enormously to improving the health of the people.

The well has given our ministry credibility within the community. It is known, 
without a doubt, that the well came through the establishment of the 
church in Riwotoo. Our ministry leader there, Nicodemus, has earned the 
respect of the community allowing him the opportunity to share the love of 
Christ in the surrounding villages.

The Pokot community is among many communities that practice the 
oppressive culture of female genital mutilation despite it being outlawed 
by the government.  Fortunately, POM is on the front lines championing 
the cause of eradicating this horrendous act.  The International Day of Zero 
Tolerance for FGM was observed on February 6.  For the first time, the rally 
was held in Baringo County and was attended by over 2,000 people.  

As a result of the celebration, five women surrendered their cutting tools 
and repented of their part in the horror inflicted on thousands of girls over 
the years.  POM is offering assistance to them as they now search for 
alternative sources of income.  We will end FGM!

Harvesters S. Sudan
Pokot Outreach Ministries Partnership Pokot Outreach Ministries Partnership

Harvesters Kenya

Fanice is the first born of seven children – two boys and five girls.  Her 
father sold all of their animals and squandered the money.  With nothing 
left, her mother moved the children to Kipnai in search of a better life.  She 
remarried, and that’s when life became very difficult for Fanice and her 

siblings. Her parents began drinking resulting 
in neglect.  Fanice took on the responsibility 
of harvesting and selling wild fruits so that she 
could feed her siblings.  Her stepfather decided 
to take her for FGM so he could marry her off in 
exchange for a dowry.  When she learned of his 
plans, Fanice decided to run away.

While fleeing for her life, the Chesubet family, 
a family of believers who attended POM’s 
training, was touched by her situation and 
decided to host her in their home.  They took 
her to school – something that her family had 
not allowed. She is now in sixth grade and wants 
to become a doctor someday.  She is praying 
for God to change her parents so that they 
surrender their lives to Jesus.  

Fanice’s Story
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The church at Kibuye was one of thousands that were forced to close by the 
Rwandan government in 2018.  New laws dictated strict building codes for 
churches and imposed other rules that prevented many congregations from 
meeting.   Rwandan regulations, likewise, make outdoor or home churches 
essentially illegal as well.  

The people of the Kibuye church, however, were fully convinced that the 
day would come when they would once again openly meet together as a 
fellowship of believers without the hindrances and restrictions imposed 
by authorities.  These believers met in small groups to pray for a church 
building, trusting God to provide a suitable structure, which was something 
that they would never be able to remotely afford to build themselves. Last 
year, things began to happen, and God answered their persistent prayers.  
Everyone is thankful for the Harvesters’ supporters whom God used to 
provide a well-built church that is now a place of worship, discipleship, and 
effective outreach to the Kibuye area. 

Construction of the new church was completed in late October 2022.  
Since then, 67 new believers have joined the growing congregation.  Besides 
adults, over 200 children are now part of the church family.  

Josephine and her
new goat

Some of the people of Kibuye were recently 
blessed with goats provided by donors who 
purchased gifts in Harvesters’ 2022 Christmas 
catalog.  One recipient of a goat, Joseline 
Tuyishime, shares her appreciation to her pastor 
who sent her words to us. 

“Before the new church came here to Kibuye 
village, I was struggling to pray, I was in sin.  But 
since coming here (to the new church) I pray 
and I still love to pray a lot. I thank those who 
thought of us and gave us a place to pray and now 
they gave us goats that will help us to get out of 
poverty and develop ourselves, and it will help us 
to help others who don’t have goats.”

There is no doubt that the people of Kibuye are now experiencing God’s 
love in wonderful ways as a result of the generosity of those who gave 
them a new church and even goats!!  Both of these blessings are genuinely 
appreciated by the people there as well as everyone at Harvesters. 

Harvesters Rwanda
Seira Community Church Partnership

China Sees Partnership

Harvesters China

Mr. and Mrs. Jones* successfully relocated to their new location earlier 
this month.  They provide this update:

We are still in the process of settling in.  It is a new environment and new 
cultural experience, so we are learning how to get around.  We received 
a warm welcome by the English-speaking church that Mr. Jones is going 
to pastor.  

Our China ministry is still going strong.  We have been doing counseling 
and small group training while still jet-lagged.  By His grace, all is well. 
Please pray for stamina to carry both China ministry and ministering in a 
church.  Also pray for a teachable spirit and hunger for the word of God 
of the people in this church.
*Name and location withheld for safety.
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