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I N T E R N AT I O N A L M I N I S T R I E S

Evangelism &
Church Planting
In This Issue
“Initiatives” is the word we use to describe the various aspects of serving
people that Harvesters, our community of donors, and local partners are
committed to each day. They include church planting, evangelism, women’s
empowerment, clean water, orphan care, and education.
Through our partnerships in Africa and Asia, God is accomplishing some
wonderful things that are touching lives both spiritually and physically.
Likewise, opportunities to reach and bless more people is always present. In
this issue, you will read some stories of how our initiatives are impacting the
people and communities we serve. We also appreciate being able to share
some of the ways we hope to bring positive transformation to the places
God has led us.

Medical Care
It’s easy to take medical care for granted. Many of our partners work in
areas that lack roads, sanitation, and electricity, making adequate health
care a challenge and in many places, nonexistent. Even when available,
getting medical attention is often difficult due to poverty.
Several of our partners engage in medical initiatives including the operation
of mobile clinics, pharmacies and also covering the cost of needed
treatments in local hospitals and facilities. The results are truly life-changing,
especially for those who would otherwise not have access to medical care.
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Seeking opportunities to tell people of God’s love, encouraging them to
begin their relationship with Christ, and then teaching them to live life in
the way He showed us in His Word is at the heart of everything Harvesters
and our partners do each day.
Establishing churches where believers can regularly gather to worship and be
taught from the Bible is recognized as essential to fulfilling the command of
Jesus to “go and make disciples”. This happens under trees, in homes, and in
buildings solely dedicated for that purpose.

Harvesters S. Sudan - Pokot Outreach Partnership
Church Planting In The Time Of COVID

The church in Kiklai was planted in early 2020, just before the global
pandemic occurred. Led by Lohidak Philip, a team of evangelists made
multiple visits and shared the Gospel with groups, individuals and families
in the area. Showing The Jesus Film in the Diding’a language was also
instrumental in reaching the community. Each time the film was shown
they took time to explain salvation by grace through Christ and prayed with
those who expressed faith in Jesus and a desire to follow Him. The small
fellowship that began eventually formed the church which now has over 120
members. They now meet in a local school.
The church has had great impact since it was planted. We have witnessed
both spiritual and physical healings. Broken families and relationships have
also been restored. Church
members continue to bear
witness of the Good News by
reaching out to others through
home-to-home evangelism,
visiting the sick, consoling
the bereaved and sharing the
Gospel at every opportunity.
They have also conducted
crusades in the Kiklai market.
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Evangelism & Church Planting
Valeria Tati, a mother of two, is a believer
who gave her life to Christ through the
church’s ministry. Valeria shares that
she “experienced the healing power of
God after wasting herself and her time on
cultural traditions and witchcraft”. After
going through difficult pregnancies and
at least two miscarriages, her family had
forced her to seek help from the local
witchdoctor. Valeria was instructed to
participate in specific rituals to appease
the spirits in hopes of helping her have
a child. After multiple visits to the
witchdoctor, she chose to seek medical
care from a physician who provided advice
and medication. Valeria eventually gave birth to two children but found
herself feeling bound by spiritual forces and had no peace of heart and mind.
When the evangelists came to her community , Valeria believed in Christ
for her salvation. She also expressed a total trust and faith that God would
deliver her from the evil powers she had attached herself to in the past. She
has been healed from her trauma and is now living with true joy and peace.
Valeria says that she “has a new family in the community of believers who
care, encourage, and stand with her in her new life”.

Harvesters India - Sion Assembly Partnership
Church Planting In The Time Of COVID
While attending classes at Sion Assembly’s seminary, Pastor Siva felt a
tremendous burden to plant a church in his home village of Annavaram. This
Hindu dominated village is the home of a famous Hindu temple that is visited
by people from all over India. The church began to meet in January 2020.
Despite multiple lockdowns, the church has grown to over 25 families!
In midst of the pandemic, people from the church never lost faith or hope,
even though most are new believers. Pastor Siva began ministering and
encouraging the congregation through phone calls. On Sundays, he would
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preach with a
megaphone from
the church steps so
that everyone in the
vicinity could hear
the Word of God.
The building where
they are worshipping
(with blue stiped
tarp) is full each
week. Pastor Siva is
praying and moving in
faith to build a larger
meeting space. The foundation and pillars for the building (on left) have
been completed, and they are ready to begin the roof construction. He is
believing and trusting that the Lord will finish the work. If you would like to
help, visit my.harvesters.net/sacindia.

Harvesters Pakistan - Omega Ministry Partnership
Moving Ministry Into Homes
With no public space available for meeting,
a home church was the answer for a new
church plant! To further encourage the
congregation, Pastor Younas Nayyar and
his wife began visiting church members in
their homes and made multiple visits to
one in particular. The family’s teenaged
daughters never showed any interest
in church or Bible teaching and, in
fact, were angered by the visits. Their
rebellious spirits didn’t deter Younas, and
he contintued to visit and pray with the
family. At the end of one visit, the girls
entered the room weeping, asking their
mother for forgiveness for their behavior,
and asked to give their lives to Christ.
They were baptized soon after! Praise God
for these changed lives!
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Women’s
Empowerment
In many parts of the world, women are regarded as property, and their
lives are minimized. They are denied rights to education and security and
face extreme forms of abuse including forced marriages and female genital
mutilation. Our partners are committed to empowering women to reach
their full potential and to be confident in their value to God and in society.
Our partners focus on spiritual development and have also created programs
to help women achieve economic stability, fellowship with other women, and
the dignity that comes with being able to help provide for their families.

Harvesters Uganda - Kerith Ministries Partnership
Training & Micro-Loans Lead to Women’s Success

Harvesters’ ministry partnership in Uganda is focused on meeting both the
spiritual and physical needs of the people we serve there. One of the many
examples of this holistic approach is our work to empower women to better
help provide for themselves and their families. As we have recently shared,
our generous donors have funded the construction of the Skills Training
Center. Already, the first group of students has completed their training
and a second group has begun.
Kademere Florence is one of the first to
complete sewing training at the new Center.
Her husband, Wilson, was murdered as a result
of a land dispute which forced Kademere
and her five children to flee to her parents
for safety. She and her entire family were
being threatened by those who had killed her
husband.
When asked why she joined the sewing training
program Kademere explained that “I had to get
on this course. It was the only way to improve
my life and my children’s life since the little
food we cultivate can’t sustain us.”
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Now, after completing the six-month program, she hopes to start her own
tailoring business. Her challenge, along with 20 other recent graduates, is
the $140 needed to purchase a sewing machine.
A sustainable solution to this problem, which occurs often, is the microfinance effort that has been underway for some time through our
partnership with Kerith Ministries. Women, such as Kademere and others
in similar circumstances, are extended small loans to purchase needed
equipment and supplies to begin their own business. The funds are repaid in
a manageable time frame. The repaid funds are then available to make new
loans to other qualified recipients who continue the cycle.
This program has been highly successful to date, however, the impacts of
COVID did slow the repayment of a number of previous loans. Currently,
Harvesters is seeking donors to expand the program to allow Kademere,
and many others, the opportunity to become more self-sufficient. She says
that learning this skill has “given her great hope” and that after acquiring a
sewing machine “on loan, she will work so hard knowing that soon she would
own it and that it will be a good source of income that would relieve her from
the financial stress she is undergoing right now.” Her desire is to provide an
education for her children and meet their basic needs. “That way I will be
able to take care of my children and ensure a bright future for them,” she
explains optimistically.

Harvesters Kenya - Pokot Outreach Partnership
The Fight Against FGM
Rebeca Chebet continues her
incredible work to educate Pokot
communities on the law and
the impacts of Female Genital
Mutilation. This year, 420 girls
participated in Alternative Rite of
Passage events, which celebrates
their coming of age without the
mutilation of FGM.
Leaders and pastors from the
community attend to lend moral support and express their solidarity in
saying NO to FGM. Rebeca believes that the attitudes of this generation
are slowly changing and is hopeful that FGM will end soon.
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Orphan Care
Children are precious in the sight of the Lord! Sadly, there are regions
of the world where the smallest and most vulnerable are often among the
most neglected. We are dedicated to providing for those at-risk children.
Whether it’s feeding children in dire need of nourishment, educating those
that otherwise wouldn’t be able to attend school, or providing a safe and
loving home, each child is loved and valued.

Harvesters D.R. Congo - UBC Partnership
New Orphanage Now Serving Children
Late June brought a wonderful transition to the lives of 48 orphans in
the D.R. Congo when they moved into their new home. The Free Life
Children’s Home is a new facility made possible by a group of generous
Harvesters’ donors. We are so thankful they embraced the opportunity to
construct a place to provide the love, nurture, and care needed not only for
this first group of orphans, but for many others in the future.
The orphans now living at the Free Life home are from the eastern D.R.
Congo and were previously living in the Sake Village, a poor community
along Lake Kivu. Their stories are truly heartbreaking, but thankfully their
futures have now taken a great turn in a positive direction.
Baraka is an 11-year-old boy who
loves to play soccer. His parents, like
many others, were killed when rebel
soldiers attacked his village in 2016.
He eventually came to live with a
cousin in Sake as a temporary home.
However, the situation there was
destitute for Baraka who needed food,
education, and medical care that was
not being provided. His relocation to
the Free Life home is life-changing
for him and the others who have
similar stories.
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Now that the orphanage is open, we need more Project Hope 127 child
sponsors to sustain our ability to serve the children living there and increase
the number of orphans being served. There is space to add another 30
children once additional sponsors join our efforts to meet the needs of
children like Baraka.

Project Hope 127
Project Hope 127 is aptly named
to reflect what happens when a
child is sponsored and hope comes
alive in their heart as a result. Our community of monthly sponsors are
a vital element of the team that is working together to rescue vulnerable
children from otherwise difficult and even desperate lives. Sponsorship
is much more than just financial, but also provides critical emotional and
spiritual support for the child as well. Sponsors are asked to pray daily for
their child. Likewise, the exchange of notes, letters, and photos between a
sponsor and their child is beyond exciting for an orphan and results in great
encouragement, a sense of being loved, and personal worth for them.
We invite you to join us as we make an incredible difference for the children
we serve in Africa and Asia. Take a few minutes to visit the Project Hope
website - www.ProjectHope127.org. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Doug Radford at doug@harvesters.net or 252-230-9742.

Harvesters Russia - Hope For Life Partnership
It’s Time For Summer Camp!
Summer Camp is a integral part of the
ministry to bring orphans to Christ and
help prepare them for life. Children living
in our HFL homes, along with those living
in government orphanages, attend Camp
Transformation for a time of carefree fun
woven with the message of hope found in
Christ. Over the last few years, not only
have we seen the eternal impact the camps
make, it provides the local church a platform
for involvement in the governmental
orphanages. There is still time to help send a
child to camp! If you’d like to help, visit my.harvesters.net/russia.
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Education
Quality education is understandably a vital part of bringing sustained
transformation to both individuals and communities. Harvesters continues
to participate in numerous efforts to expand the educational opportunities
for both children and adults though our partnerships in Africa and Asia.

Harvesters Rwanda - Seira Community Church Partnership
A New School For Rukumberi
Early in 2021, over 600 children began attending our newly constructed
school in Rukumberi. Many had previously walked up to an hour to reach
their school and are now excited to receive an education in their own village.
Others were simply unable to be educated due to distance and safety
concerns. The school is led by
Pastor John, a former schoolteacher,
who oversees the teachers, staff,
and daily operations. As part of
the school project, a system was
also installed to supply water to
the students and area families.
Combined, the addition of clean
available water and local education is
creating wonderful opportunities for
our local church to reach people of
all ages with the Gospel and provide
biblical training. Harvesters is thankful for the donors whose investment in
the Rukumberi school is resulting in both spiritual and physical impacts.

Harvesters Myanmar - Fellowship Bible Church Partnership
Myanmar Bible College Update

The February takeover of Myanmar by its own military continues to impact
every aspect of life there. Recently, Pastor Ben has requested prayer for
him and the other ministry leaders to discern God’s plan regarding when
they should reopen Myanmar Bible College (MBC). Besides the risks
posed by the military regime, the recent increase in serious COVID cases
is a matter of concern. Earlier this year, MBC students returned to their
homes in rural areas. Now, transportation back to the campus near Yangon
is challenging. Thank you for continuing to pray.
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Harvesters India - Good Samaritan Sewa Kendra Partnership
Continuing To Serve
GSSK continues to serve over 300 preschool and elementary students,
even though schools remain closed due to COVID. Although everyone
looks forward to in-person classes resuming, we are thankful that students
can still be engaged with lessons provided via smartphones. It is a blessing
to see many of the poor children whose families have no phones often
able to go to other homes who do have devices. Harvesters’ donors
also continue to support the ongoing food distributions which is vital for
hundreds of people suffering the harsh impacts of the lockdowns. Kamlesh,
Ranu and everyone at GSSK have a deep sense of gratitude to everyone
who is making this possible.

Clean Water
Water is life! Clean drinking water also opens the door to share the love of
Christ. It is often the first step to further building the community with the
establishment of a church and school.

Harvesters Kenya - Pokot Outreach Partnership
New Well Brings Relief During Drought

Kenya is currently experiencing significant drought. Rain that is usually
expected this time of year has not materialized. Rivers are drying out and
there are fewer sources of water. During seasons like this, many people
living in the drought-stricken areas are forced to move to places with larger
water sources.
The people in the village of
Surumben no longer have
to worry about moving to
find water. Because of the
generosity of donors, a new
well was recently drilled there.
Not only do they no longer
have to worry about waterborne illnesses, but children
are able to attend school. No
more having to spend most of
the day to find water!
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