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Bible Teacher Now at Rukumberi Primary School

God opened the door in 2021 for us to open the new Rukumberi 
Elementary School to over 600 students.   The school, operated by 
our partner church, is providing an excellent education to students who 
previously struggled for basic learning.   As shared in our November 
newsletter, we needed to hire a full-time Bible teacher to enhance the 
spiritual training and development of the students.  God has provided 
the resources for this to happen through several donors’ generosity. 

28 year old Octave Mugambi, who for many years has been involved 
with ministry to children 
and youth, relocated to 
Rukumberi and joined the 
school’s staff.  He accepted 
Christ as a teenager and 
later attended the Rwanda 
College of Education where 
he also led a ministry to 
other students.  Prior to his 
recent relocation, he taught 
high school in Rwanda’s 
capital of Kigali.  He is now 
teaching the Bible to all the 
Rukumberi students, leads 
weekly chapel services, and 
has formed a new children’s 
choir which participates in 
the Sunday worship services 
at the local church.  Already, 
five children have accepted 
Christ and have been 
baptized!  God is using him to 
minister in Rukumberi. 

Harvesters Rwanda - SCC PartnershipIn This Issue
We are excited to share a few of the life-changing blessings resulting 
from recent gifts.  We told everyone about several opportunities in 
November’s issue, which we called “next steps”.  We also presented 
our Christmas Catalog featuring a number of ways to immediately 
touch lives.   Many responded with gifts that are making a significant 
difference, impacting lives with the Gospel, and meeting critical needs.   
It’s now a great blessing to share with you a few of the stories, stats, and 
examples of what is happening as a result of your prayers and generosity.

I’ll start with the numbers below from all of 2021, then in the following 
pages, pass along some recent progress that God is using for His ever-
expanding work in Africa and Asia.  

We are so thankful for everyone who is part of this work.  Looking 
ahead, we anticipate increasing impacts as we all work together to serve 
God and people. 

Blessings!
Doug Radford, Director

6,018 New 
Believers

3,042 Baptisms

111 New Churches 
Planted & 223 New

Preaching Points

91,796 Relief 
Meals Provided

466 New Bible
Study Groups

Water Provided For
10,000+ People
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Harvesters Uganda - Kerith Partnership
Welding may not seem spiritual, but...

The Skills Training Center operated by Kerith has been highly successful 
since it opened a year ago. To date, 69 students have graduated, or soon 
will, with new skills in sewing or cosmetology.  In our last newsletter, we 
shared the vision of adding welding as a skill being taught at the Center.  
We are very thankful for the donor who responded and provided the 
funds to purchase the needed equipment for training to begin.  A 
skilled welder has been hired to instruct the classes.   Besides teaching 
skills which will help men and women provide for themselves and their 
family’s needs, each session is an opportunity to share the Gospel and 
encourage participants spiritually. 

Kerith Elementary School Reopens  

After an extended government-imposed shutdown of all Ugandan 
Schools, Harvesters’ partner, Kerith Ministries, has now reopened their 
elementary school for over 200 students!!   Reopening also restarts the 
vision of providing a quality, Christ-centered education to the children 
in the Pallisa area through a self-sustaining ministry effort.  To meet 
their potential impact, gifts are now needed for several items.

Needed ~ Transportation for Students

$17,000 is needed to purchase 
a quality, used bus to transport 
additional children to the Kerith 
Elementary School.  Pastor Sam 
expects that bus transportation 
will enable an additional 80-100 
children to enroll in school, many of 
whom are impoverished and would 
otherwise receive an exceedingly 
poor education or even none at all.

Needed ~ Student Sponsorships

Operating a school is expensive, 
especially when many of the enrolled 
children are poor and unable to 
contribute towards their education.   
The cost to sponsor an impoverished 
child for one school year is only $105.   
Amazingly, this provides uniforms, 
books, materials, two meals per day 
and related school expenses.

Needed ~ Bibles

Harvesters would like to provide 
Bibles for each student at the 
school as well as the orphans in their 
children’s home.  Currently, there 
are 186 children who can read.  A gift 
of $48 will purchase Bibles for four 
students.   These will be used in their 
Bible class and the school’s weekly 
chapel service.
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Harvesters Kenya - POM Partnership

Leadership Transition Update

2022 marks a new era for Pokot Outreach Ministries with the transition 
of leadership from founder Julius Murgor to Reuben Meriakol.   January 
1st was the official start date for Reuben to assume the director’s role, 
but as previously noted, God has been actively working for many years 
to prepare him for this new position.  

In early February, Reuben shared: “This is a new year with a new 
beginning for POM. We are confident that God, who birthed the vision 
of founding POM, will lead it for the honor and glory of His name in the 
coming years. We celebrate the decades God has used POM under the 
leadership of Julius to reach out and transform so many people.  With 
great indebtedness to Julius and obedience to God’s leading,  I have 
humbly accepted the new role of leading POM. For the last month, I 
have spent time with the staff and visited people and places that are 
strategic in POM’s ministry. It is the feeling of the staff and other 
leaders that POM is poised for many decades of great Kingdom impact.  
We thank everyone for their prayers and financial support and express 
our appreciation for their love and generosity.”

The Fight To End FGM

Rebecca Chebet, POM’s anti-FGM educator, provides this update:

February 6, 2022, marked the observance of the International Day of 
Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C), an 
internationally recognized day to foster awareness of the devastating 
effects of FGM on young girls and renew the call for the abandonment 
of this harmful practice.  FGM ranges from nicking to total removal of 
the external female genitalia. It is recognized as a violation of human 
rights.

POM was privileged this year 
to hold a big rally in observance 
of the day at Tandapos-Suam 
Ward Kacheliba constituency.  
We recorded a huge attendance 
of over 2,000 people. This 
year’s theme was “Accelerating  
Investment to End FGM”, 
calling for support of programs 
to provide services and response 
for those at risk, developing and 
enforcing laws, and fortifying 
institutional capacity to eliminate 
the practice.

Our big challenge in the fight against FGM is in an area near the Kenyan 
– Ugandan border.  Many of our young girls are being taken to Uganda 
for early marriage and the cutting.  We pray and urge the government to 
tighten security along the region to help protect the girls and keep them 
in school, and if possible, put up a safe place for the girls. 

Harvesters’ donors continue to help prevent young girls from being 
subjected to FGM.   Besides educational events, efforts also include 
a rescue dorm to house and protect girls fleeing their villages to avoid 
being cut.  

Together, we will end FGM.
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Voice Of Comfort Radio ~ Next Step Taken!

As a result of donors’ generosity, all the needed equipment described 
in our November newsletter has been purchased!  This included a new 
sound board, microphones, two computers, and a printer.  This major 

upgrade has resulted in much more 
efficient and effective operations of 
the radio station.  Now broadcasting 
20 hours per day, VOC programming 
includes pastors, Bible teachers, music 
segments, and local news. It also 
include two programs led by women, 
one which focuses on raising awareness 
in the fight against sexual violence 
and child protection and another that 
promotes women in evangelism and 

charitable activities in hospitals and prisons.  Each month the staff and 
on-air workers receive a steady flow of calls from listeners for prayer, 
counseling, and to acknowledge their decision to become followers of 
Christ. 

Recently, 33-year-old Rafabu Ibrahimu shared his story.  He was born 
into a Muslim family and was educated in an Islamic school. Rafabu was 
committed to “waging war” against non-Muslims 
in his community.  Later, his father introduced 
him into occultism, and they visited cemeteries 
together to invoke spirits.  Rafabu shares that he 
was “fiercely against Christians”.   In December, 
Rafabu heard Pastor Emile Libaba on Voice of 
Comfort radio.  His message, taken from the life of 
Moses, prompted Rafabu to call in which led to a 
meeting for them to pray together.  Pastor Libada 
shared the Gospel, and both Rafabu and his wife 
became followers of Christ.  In his words, “We have 
become Christians, and since then, peace has come 
into our home. I gave up all my idols and mystical books.  May the name 
of God be praised forever.”

Harvesters D.R. Congo - UBC Partnership Harvesters India - SAC Partnership

Reaching More Orphans Soon

We continue to be thankful as we move closer to expanding the orphan 
care ministry in partnership with Sion Assembly Church in Vijayawada, 
India.   Progress is being made on the new dorm which, when completed, 
will increase our capacity by 66 children.  A special thanks to all the 
donors who have recently responded! Your gifts will result in vulnerable 
orphans experiencing God’s love and care in a life-changing way. 

Family For Life

Pastor Max (on the left) leads one of our 
HFL homes.  He is a great example, both 
to those in his current care as well as the 
many orphans who grew up in his home and 
now have families of their own.  Roman is 
one such young adult who is now raising his 
3-year-old son.  Roman committed his life 
to Christ last year and sincerely desires to 
be a godly father.  He continues to rely on 
Pastor Max for support and encouragement. 
We are thankful for the meaningful, life-long 
relationships between our orphans and their 
loving house parents.

Harvesters Russia - HFLH Partnership
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Harvesters India - GSSK Partnership
Responding to a need we shared in our last newsletter, a donor 
generously provided school supplies for the poor children who attend 
our “village school” outside Ujjain.  Their parents are day-laborers who 
have been hit very hard by the economic fallout from COVID and the 
loss of opportunity to earn money.  These families struggle in normal 
times, but have truly been suffering the last two years.  

The children in the village 
would receive little to no 
education without the work 
of our partner.  They have 
also been doing regular food 
distributions there since 
COVID struck.   The area 
is a Hindu stronghold with 
hundreds of temples.  The 
schools, operated by Kamlesh 
and Ranu, present the love of 

God and the story Christ to these children who otherwise would likely 
go their whole lives without hearing the gospel. 

Pictured here is Rakesh with two of his four children.  He recently 
said, “Thank you from the bottom of my heart to 
all who helped my family survive the pandemic 
by providing food for us.”   A few weeks ago, his 
children received school supplies at the GSSK 
village school. He suddenly began to cry and said, 
“I thank God, the entire school staff, and all the 
donors, that after two years my children have got 
new clothes and shoes to wear.”  Rakesh explained 
that “all my work has stopped due to the Corona 
disease, so I could not even get my children new clothes on their 
birthday or any celebration.  My children are not only getting good 
education but also many other blessings through attending the 
school.  My family and I will always be grateful to you.”  Everyone at 
Harvesters joins his thankfulness for all who give to support our work 
in India.

2022 Church Planting Initiative Underway

Jacob Thang graduated from Myanmar 
Bible College in 2021.  He will be planting 
a church in Taik Kyi.  Construction began in 
late February on a church building, which 
will also serve as a church planting hub for 
the ministry, as well as a small home for 
Jacob.  In order to build a good relationship 
with the community, Jacob will start a free 
after-school tutoring program for local 
students and also conduct food distributions 
to needy families.  This will create 
opportunities for him to share the good news of Christ.

New believers will receive discipleship through the church.  Staff from 
MBC will assist in these foundational efforts.  As the body grows, new 
leaders will be identified and trained to then continue discipleship and 
establish more new churches.

Jacob’s father was a pastor.  He died from cancer in 2007, leaving the 
family in difficult circumstances.  Jacob and his brother went to Yangon 
to attend school and lived in an orphan home run by Harvesters’ partner, 
FBC.  He tells his story here:

It was not difficult for me to accept Jesus Christ as my savior because I 
came from a Christian family and background.  But I didn’t know what 
made me believe in Jesus.  I attended a children’s camp where I clearly 
heard God speak through John 10:10.  My faith began to grow rapidly, 
and I was baptized.  

When I began attending MBC, I knew that I wanted to serve God, but 
was confused about what that would look like.  I learned so many things 
during my time there.  I began serving with Pastor Ben.  He asked me if 
I would pray about becoming a church planter.  I answered that call!  I 
hope to minister to the people of Taik Kyi so that my favorite Bible verse 
is fulfilled – 1 Timothy 2:4 – “who wants all people to be saved to come 
to the knowledge of the truth.”  

Harvesters Myanmar - FBC Partnership
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Your Gifts Are Impacting The World!
Last Christmas, Harvesters offered a catalog of gifts that would impact 
those around the world.  Over the next few pages, we’ll share with 
you the stories of a few of those blessed by your gifts.  Lives are being 
changed every day, and we praise God for the opportunities to share His 
hope and love!

Bibles

It is so important to get God’s Word into the 
hands of new believers as they begin their 
relationship with Christ.  As a result of donors’ 
generosity, this young man in the D.R. Congo 
received a Bible soon after being baptized.

COVID Relief Meals

This man, Swami, lives under an overpass in Vijayawada, India. He sleeps 
there near the garbage cans with other 
homeless people. He used to work as a 
day laborer to earn  money.  He lost his 
wife and moved in with his son in a small 
hut in the slums.  Swami got sick, and 
his family wasn’t able to help him with 
seeing a doctor or obtaining medication. 
His daughter in law didn’t want him in 
their house, so he was forced to leave. 
Swami began begging on the streets so 
that he could go see a doctor.  Thankfully, he 
recovered from his illness, but had nowhere 
to go, no clothes, and was too weak to beg.   
During SAC’s food distribution, our team 
was able to provide him with food to last for 
several days, to share the hope of Christ, and 
pray with him.  He was in tears realizing that 
someone would care for him.  We will continue to minister to Swami and 
all of the others that live under the overpass.

A Tank of Gas

This pastor is filling up his tank!  
Traveling via motorcycle is the most 
efficient way to get from preaching 
point to preaching point.  You have 
made ministry possible with the gift 
of fuel.

Goats Bring Hope 

Francine became a widow at a very early age. She had no hope for the  
future after her husband was murdered.  She lived a sinful life and was 
a known thief in the village.  Some 
days she wanted to kill the one who 
killed her husband, other days she 
was grieving and angry.  She planned 
suicide because of the challenges 
she faced as a widow.  

One day, she attended a concert 
at the church, and they prayed for 
her.  Weeks later, some from the 
church planned to visit people in 
the village and happened to pass 
near her home. They visited with 
her, then invited her to attend the 
congregation the following Sunday.  
She went to the service, and there 
she accepted Jesus Christ!  She confessed that He is her Savior. From 
that day, she continues to meet with other believers sharing the word 
of God.

She thanks God for the blessing of receiving a goat which will provide 
manure for farming and a source of income.  She looks forward to 
sharing the first kid born with the church to be given to someone else 
in need.
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To help supporters increase the good that is accomplished by their gifts, 
Harvesters has established the Harvesters Impact Fund.   This giving 
option was created to provide supporters an easy way to take advantage 
of the tax benefits of donating appreciated stocks, mutual funds, real 
estate, and even business interest.  Trust funds and annuities can be 
arranged as well.  Using these assets as charitable gifts to 
Harvesters results in avoiding the capital gains that occur if they are 
sold by the owner.  You receive the charitable tax deduction of the full 
value of the asset, without the tax liability of a capital gain.  This strategy 
results in a greater investment in effective ministry.  

Good management yields good results.  Utilizing the Harvesters Impact 
Fund results in more churches being planted, more clean water being 
available, more orphans being cared for, along with all the other impacts 
of Harvesters’ work in Africa and Asia.  

Harvesters has chosen the National Christian Foundation to host the 
Harvesters Impact Fund.  Their extensive experience, reliability, and 
solid reputation make them a great part of our team. We know that God 
will use their work to expand our efforts to touch lives.

If you would like to learn more or are interested in donating an 
asset to further the work of Harvesters, please contact Doug Radford at 
252-230-9742 or via email at doug@harvesters.net.  

Employer Match Giving 

Many employers offer an employee matching gift program.  This will 
double the impact of your gift!  The process of requesting a matching 
gift typically takes just a few minutes.  With the start of the new year, 
be sure to check with your employer for any matching opportunities.

Donating Stocks, Real Estate And Other Assets To 
Harvesters Provides Significant Tax Advantages

Homes For Widows

Like many of the widows in the communities where we serve,  Alice 
was in need of a home.  She owned a small piece of land which her late 
husband left for her.  Alice sells roasted peanuts and soybeans to earn 
money.  Kerith Ministry in Uganda has been providing additional food 
assistance for her through our COVID relief funding.  Because of your 
gifts, Alice will be receiving a new home!  She is the first of three widows 
who will be blessed with a safe place to live.

We sincerely thank you for joining us 
in our mission to spread the Gospel, 
serve others, and build community!

www.harvesters.net
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